
Arizona Democratic Party

Defense of Freedom of Speech December 22, 2025

Resolution in Defense of Freedom of Speech and Corporate Accountability

WHEREAS freedom of speech is a cornerstone of American democracy, 
essential to civic engagement, artistic expression, and public accountability;

WHEREAS public figures such as Jimmy Kimmel and Stephen Colbert have 
used satire and commentary to challenge power, inform the public, and provoke 
necessary debate—often facing backlash for exercising constitutionally protected 
speech;

WHEREAS attempts to silence, punish, or deplatform voices of dissent—whether 
through political pressure, advertiser boycotts, or corporate retreat—threaten the 
integrity of public discourse and embolden censorship;

WHEREAS corporations and media platforms hold immense influence over the 
visibility and viability of speech in the digital age, and must not abdicate their 
responsibility to uphold democratic values under pressure;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we affirm the vital role of free speech in 
sustaining a healthy democracy, especially when that speech challenges 
dominant narratives or critiques those in power;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we call on companies, advertisers, and media 
platforms to stand firmly in defense of free speech—not just when it is convenient 
or profitable, but when it is controversial, uncomfortable, or politically 
inconvenient;

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that we recognize and support artists, 
commentators, and organizers who use their platforms to speak truth to power, 
and we commit to building infrastructure that protects speech, amplifies dissent, 
and resists censorship in all its forms.

Respectfully submitted by
Lisa Sanor, Pct. 47, LD 7
Carolyn Gordon Pct.64, LD 7
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Sources: 
1. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FgyGJKen5WM

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/late-night-hosts-jimmy-kimmel-
suspension-stephen-colbert-jon-stewart/

2. https://www.cnn.com/2025/10/01/media/jimmy-kimmel-stephen-
colbert#:~:text=ABC%20suspended%20Kimmel's%20show%20in,affiliate%20
broadcast%20licenses%20in%20response.

3. https://geekoutpost.com/stephen-colberts-late-show-cancelled-because-
satire-is-a-threat-to-democracy/#:~:text=Gaming-
,Stephen%20Colbert's%20Late%20Show%20Cancelled%20Because%20
Satire%20is%20a%20Threat,scrambling%20to%20figure%20out%20why.

4. https://www.salon.com/2025/07/23/stephen-colberts-firing-is-a-test-of-free-
expression/#:~:text=This%20past%20week%2C%20Colbert%20was,Either%
20way%2C%20it's%20horrific.

5. https://medium.com/wise-well/when-comedians-are-silenced-society-
suffers-3733b9f2e467


