State Chair Candidates:

Yolanda Bejarano, State Chair: Yolanda Bejarano is a lifelong Arizonan and the proud
daughter of Mexican immigrants. Raised in the small farming town of Roll near Yuma, she
attended public schools. Her father was a farmworker, and her mother was a homemaker.
Before entering politics, Yolanda served as a union steward at a call center for the
Communications Workers of America (CWA) for 18 years, later becoming CWA's National Field
Director. She now serves as the Chairwoman of the Arizona Democratic Party (ADP), where she
has elevated the Party to new heights.

Under Yolanda's leadership, the ADP has achieved financial stability, solidified Arizona’s status
as a critical battleground state, and built a robust field operation engaging voters statewide, from
Yuma to Navajo County. Recognizing the value of a strong Party to support Democratic
candidates, Yolanda spearheaded key investments, including $275,000 in the Arizona
Democratic Legislative Campaign Committee (ADLCC) and securing a $600,000 matching
contribution—the largest ADP investment in the ADLCC to date. She also directed $250,000 to
county-level candidates such as the Maricopa and Yuma Recorders, along with $300,000 for
voter mobilization and infrastructure in county parties. These investments, the most significant in
recent years, were made possible through Yolanda’s aggressive fundraising efforts, which
secured a 6:1 cash-on-hand advantage over the Arizona GOP at the height of the 2024 election
cycle.

As a rural Arizonan, Yolanda deeply understands the impact of policy decisions on marginalized
communities and the importance of campaigning statewide. This year, the ADP built its most
robust coordinated campaign in recent history, employing over 250 staffers from across the
country, opening 19 offices, hosting town halls in all 15 counties, knocking on 5 million doors,
and engaging thousands of volunteers.

Looking ahead, Yolanda is focused on building upon this success to expand the Party’s coalition
and ensure victories in 2026 and 2028. As Chair, she is committed to holding Trump and the
MAGA movement accountable for policies that harm Arizona’s working families, registering new
voters, reminding Arizonans which Party works for them, and continuing to fundraise
aggressively to support Democratic candidates.

Robert E. Branscomb, State Chair: Robert E. Branscomb Il is a seasoned entrepreneur,
community leader, and business professional with over 35 years of experience. As the principal
owner of Branscomb & Associates, LLC, an insurance agency in Phoenix, Arizona, he brings
expertise gained from influential roles at FedEx, American Family Insurance, and State Farm to
his entrepreneurial endeavors.

Robert’s community service is equally impactful. As Vice Chair of the Arizona Democratic Party,
he strengthens grassroots efforts statewide, and as President of the Phoenix Chapter of the
National African American Insurance Association (NAAIA), he advocates for diversity and
inclusion in the insurance industry. He also serves on Senator Mark Kelly’s African American



Advisory Board and the ADP’s Executive Committee. His commitment to the Democratic Party
is further highlighted by his work for the Democratic National Convention Committees in Denver
(2008) and Charlotte (2012), as well as representing Arizona as a delegate in Chicago (2024).

A graduate of Idaho State University with a Bachelor’s in Journalism, Robert is a proud member
of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity Inc., upholding its mission of leadership and service. Above all, he
values his roles as a father and grandfather, with his family inspiring his professional and
community efforts.

I am running for Chair of the Arizona Democratic Party because | believe it’s time to turn Arizona
fully blue. With the right leadership, we can foster a movement rooted in inclusivity, grassroots
engagement, and unwavering commitment to Democratic values. My vision for Arizona is rooted
in addressing the concerns of Arizonans, from securing our water resources to improving
access to quality education, strengthening our economy, expanding healthcare access, and
championing social justice and civil rights. | aim to empower every corner of our state by
ensuring that the diverse voices of our communities are not just heard but valued and acted
upon. By fostering a new generation of leaders who reflect our state’s diversity and priorities, we
can tackle today’s challenges and lay a solid foundation to sustain progress for decades to
come.

Together, we can strengthen outreach efforts, support Democratic candidates at every level, and
make Arizona a shining example for the nation—an inspiring beacon of equity, opportunity, and
progress. | humbly ask for your vote to help lead us into a brighter future for Arizona and the
Democratic Party.

Cathy Ransom, State Chair: My platform is simple: 1) Provide messaging, 2) Develop a
statewide strategy and 3) Communicate better with our community. Are you satisfied with these
3 aspects of our state party? These plans will be developed in collaboration with County Chairs,
Executive Committee members and interested volunteers.

In 2022, | ran for LD1 State Representative as a Clean Elections candidate. Knowing we had a
1% chance of winning, we alerted voters to the failures of Republicans on the issues of water,

public education, the environment and reproductive choice. We won more votes than previous
Democratic candidates in Yavapai County.

A few highlights from my experience: I'm a Navy Brat who chose to settle in Arizona 22 years
ago; | have served in several elected positions, including as the president of my alumni
association; my HOA; and my daughter’s PTO. I've been a member of the Board of Trustees of
my university and several other non-profit boards. I've volunteered on events committees,
fundraising committees and produced an independent film. My experience is deep and wide and
I'd like to use it to leap-frog the Arizona Democratic Party to a new level of professionalism,
respect and competence.



What do Democrats stand for? How do we communicate that message? There is work to be
done. Let’s do it together!

Dave Braun, State Chair: Dear fellow Democrat:

My name is Dave Braun. I'm an attorney in Phoenix, and a long-time state committeeman. |
also served our state for twelve years as Justice Court Judge in Maricopa County. | am a
candidate for the Arizona state party chair at the state Democratic convention on January 18,
2025.

Well, we got whipped!! Election Day 2024 was a truly rotten day in Arizona Democratic politics.

We lost Arizona by about 5.5% to Trump, the single largest defeat in any of the seven swing
states, and we lost an additional three seats in the State Legislature.

Our party registration numbers are lousy. The Republicans are increasing their membership,
and we are struggling to keep our voters. Our outreach to the voters of Arizona just plain stunk,
notwithstanding that we raised and spent a lot more money than the Republicans.

What do | propose that we do about it? We will go into attack mode! We are the Loyal
Opposition. To me, that’s loyalty to the Constitution and blunt, energetic, forceful, in-your-face
opposition to Trump and his MAGA henchmen of proto-fascists!!

| plan to make sure that the Arizona Democratic Party is on every internet site, every political
TV show, every podcast, every live event where we bring our compelling message to the voters
of Arizona.

How will we do this? WITH YOUR HELP, THE 2026 ELECTION STARTS NOW! We cannot
afford to go into vacation mode. | will transform our administrative offices into an energetic
political outreach engine to activate the vast talents we Democrats have, but apparently
abandoned in 2024. There is no reason to retain the same leadership that failed us last
November. With YOUR help, we can turn this around!!!

Nicholas Mink, State Chair: My name is Nicholas Adrian Mink, and I’'m submitting this in order
to be considered for chair of the Arizona Democratic Party.

| grew up in the state of Arizona, | wasn’t born here, but I've lived here since | was about five or
six years old, so I'd like to think I've earned being called a local or a native at this point. I've
spent all of my life as a working class man, | started working at 16, and moved around to
several different jobs before | found my passion. Since | was a kid, | was always interested in
politics, but | think | wrote it off as something that was unrealistic or impossible. That changed
after 2016, in the years that followed | watched as an incompetent fool managed to
systematically kneecap our nation again and again with no consequences. Over this time, | very
slowly started to get politically conscious and activated, which came to a head in 2022.



At that time, | had already begun some labor, organizing with a group known as the IWW, but
what really got me started politically was the revocation of Roe v. Wade.

Since then, I've engaged in political organizing and | learned a lot about organizing, but one
thing that remain true is that no matter how good of a campaign you run if the messaging and
narrative and energy isn’t there, you won’t be able to energize people to come out and vote.

In 2024 we saw several things play out, we saw a failure of messaging, but outside of that we
saw a failure of the narrative that Democrats had tried to put together. Republicans addressed
the fact that peoples lives still felt like they were completely unstable, people still felt like they
were suffering, even as all of the numbers said that our economy was doing fantastically. And
the truth is our economy may be doing fantastically for corporations, but it's not doing fantastic
for the every day worker, in fact, it's some of the worst that it's ever been. Wealth inequality in
our society is currently worse than it was in France before the French revolution. We have entire
cities burning to the ground due to climate change, and the current response to this by the
Democratic Party is to capitulate more to the right wing

There is an enormous movement backed by some very powerful people within the Democratic
Party to move us further to the right, to turn our party into the Kyrsten Sinema party. | instead
would like to see our party return to a party of working people, that addresses people’s everyday
problems, without abandoning our values and the people that rely on us for their safety, security,
and livelihoods. That's why I’'m running to be chair of the Arizona Democratic Party, to refocus
our party on our values and to bring our focus back to the working people.

First Vice-Chair Candidates:

Paul Eckerstrom, First Vice-Chair/Senior Vice-Chair: Paul Eckerstrom is running for
reelection as 1st Vice Chair of the Arizona Democratic Party. Eckerstrom has been the ADP’s
1st Vice Chair for the past two years and is a long-time Democratic activist from Pima County.
He worked on Congressman Mo Udall’'s campaigns in the early 1980’s and later from January
1987 through February 1988, worked as a field organizer for Governor Bruce Babbitt's
Presidential Campaign in the lowa caucuses. He has been a precinct committee person most
of his adult life as well as a state committee person most of that time as well. In 2002, he
worked as a volunteer on Congressman Raul Grijalva's first congressional campaign and on
Janet Napolitano's gubernatorial campaign. While working as a prosecutor in the Arizona
Attorney General’s Office for both Janet Napolitano and Terry Goodard, Paul became the Pima
County Democratic Chair from 2003 to 2006 where he helped build the County Party into the
strong, sustainable organization it is today. He was elected to be the Arizona Democratic Party
Chair in 2009 but had to resign for reasons of work commitments in his new day job at the time.

Commenting on the 2024 election, Eckerstrom explained, “Although, we did not take Arizona for
Harris, we did help Ruben Gallego across the finish line and take an open seat in the Senate,
not an insignificant achievement in this difficult election cycle. And with the help of the Arizona
Democratic Party, the abortion rights initiative passed and we have now enshrined those rights



into our Constitution.” Eckerstrom went on, “the next step should be a focus on capturing the
State Legislature that has not been Democratic hands since 1966,” He believes that we need to
run someone even in the reddest districts. With clean election money, he believes these
legislative candidates can bring the Democratic message to every corner of the State, even in
the reddest of Districts, which in turn helps candidates up-ballot and lays the groundwork to turn
those areas blue. He also believes in a grass roots effort by the Democrats to do the
unglamorous hard work of Voter Registration in the off year up to the next election cycle. This
effort needs to be coupled with a message that Democrats are the party that supports working
families against the greed and corruption of the huge corporations and billionaires who are
hording the wealth of this country. Eckerstrom has said, “persuade and win is my motto.”

Senior Vice-Chair

Shanna Leonard, Senior Vice Chair: Me: 25+ years IT professional, Project management,
technical ; ~8 years mental health professional ; 15+ years activism in AZmember of Diverse
statewide progressive team (Also includes Paul E LD 20 1st vice chair + April | from Tohono
O'odham Pima county) Returning 2nd termTeam Goal Maintain wins, add state leg 2024 w/
state wide bottom-up organizing (EG wins in LD 17 +23?)Funding/resources State -> County ;
State -> LDsActive communication + transparency State officers, <-> county, LDsLocal dems
collaborate w/ State planning + executionState party helps localities grow by assisting in voter
reg + voter engagement campaigns

I’'m Shanna Leonard and I'm running for Senior vice chair

I’'m from Pima County and have served two terms as a state vice chair - I'm active in my
legislative district and am in my second term as a member of the LD 20 Board.| want to serve as
Senior Vice chair for two reasons 1) we need continuity in the board to help support new officers
2) The senior vice chair serves on the rules committee. | want to serve on this body ensure that
the State party bylaws increase transparency and communication.

| come from the roots of the grass roots. As an active LD organizer | know we would improve
our success if we had more resources and communication across all parts of the democratic
party statewide.

I have been an active PC for 8 years in AZ - These are My most recent efforts:Last cycle | led a
bilingual postcard voter registration effort that sent ~t 20,000 bilingual postcards created by a
local latina artist. | coordinated distribution of these cards both in my LD, and neighboring ones
- | also worked closely with the leadership of neighboring swing district LD 16 to help in the
Pima Couty portion of this gerrymandered district, assisting with fundraising, connecting
candidates with local volunteers and canvassing. In addition | assisted Deb Howard in LD 27
with data, canvassing and event planning. | also coordinated our LDs first texting campaign - we
sent almost 50,000 texts with voter guides, and detailed voting information. We responded to
questions and answered hundreds of queries, which helped allow democrats to overcome
obstacles to voting.

Previously | worked as a precinct lead, and in 2022 developing a voter information guide for our
LD and canvassing as well as coordinating distribution.



My primary interest is integrating the State party activities with the rank and file democratic PC
activities to make us more successful.

Vice Chair Candidates:

Shawnté Rothschild, Vice Chair: | am running for Vice Chair of the Arizona Democratic to
strengthen our party’s commitment to progressive values, enhance grassroots engagement, and
ensure electoral success across Arizona. My candidacy is driven by a deep dedication to the
principles of democracy, social justice, and community empowerment.

Advancing Progressive Values

At the heart of my campaign is a steadfast commitment to advancing progressive values that
reflect the diverse needs of Arizonans.

Enhancing Grassroots Engagement

Grassroots engagement is the lifeblood of our party. As Vice Chair, | will prioritize building and
strengthening relationships with local communities, volunteers, and activists. By fostering an
inclusive environment that encourages participation from all demographics, we can harness the
collective power of our diverse state. | am committed to providing resources and support to
county parties, legislative districts, and caucuses to ensure they have the tools needed to
mobilize voters effectively.

Commitment to Organizational Excellence

The Arizona Democratic Party’s bylaws outline the structure and responsibilities of party
leadership. As Vice Chair, | will adhere to these guidelines to promote transparency,
accountability, and effective governance. | will work collaboratively with the State Committee,
Executive Committee, and Executive Board to implement strategies that align with our party’s
mission and goals. By upholding the principles outlined in our governing documents, we can
maintain the integrity and unity of our organization.

Building a Sustainable Future

Looking ahead, | am committed to creating a sustainable future for the Arizona Democratic
Party. This includes focusing on long-term planning, resource development, and adapting to the
evolving political landscape. By embracing innovation and fostering a culture of continuous
improvement, we can ensure that our party remains resilient and responsive to the needs of
Arizonans.

| look forward to the opportunity to serve one of as your Vice Chairs and to work alongside each
of you in this important endeavor.



Melissa Galarza, Vice Chair: When | first got involved in politics several years ago, | focused
on fighting against politicians who did not align with my values. However, after volunteering in
Texas for Beto O’Rourke’s campaign in 2016, | quickly realized that | need to shift my attention
to working to elect more Democratic candidates into office.

In 2020, | moved back to AZ. After seeing all that was at stake that year, | decided to devote
myself to politics at the local level, knowing that my organizational and leadership skills could
help in my Legislative District (LD). When the pandemic hit, | started taking action, writing to
volunteers and neighbors. That led to social events supporting the community and other
outreach to voters in my district. | focused my energy on my immediate community, Ahwatukee,
and got to know the many wonderful volunteers there. We all worked hard to help put Joe Biden
in the White House that year.

In 2021 | joined the board of LD12 Democrats as the First Vice Chair, and soon thereafter
became Acting Chair. In 2022, | was elected as the Chair. In November, | was re-elected for a
2nd term as the Chair. In the 2024 election, | helped lead the way to victory in our legislative
district. We re-elected our 3 legislators and won seats for school board members at each of the
school districts in our LD. After successfully fundraising over 100K dollars in act blue alone,
LD12 sent out 35K letters, 10K postcards, 30K mailers, and canvassed every precinct in our
district. Our volunteers distributed over 100K blue voter guides, through canvasses, lit drops
and by having volunteers staff every Voting Center in our District on Election Day. Our legislative
district recruited 110 new PCs giving us a total of 253 PCs (35% increase) and we now have 84
state committee members, the most in the state.

My goal for the upcoming non-election year is to work with all legislative districts to be more
collaborative. If we work together as a team, we can make a big impact on our future. | would
like to see a model of shared knowledge implemented across LD’s in our state where we can
learn from each other and employ best practices across districts. Most of all, | am dedicated to
continue the fight for democracy and a better future for all.

Outside of politics, | am married with two adult daughters; one is an educator and one is a
physician. | have 9 year old twin granddaughters that motivate me to fight for a better future for
them. I'm also a co-owner of a local woman owned small business.

Matthew Capalby, Vice Chair: Friends, Those that know me, know that | am a stalwart, active
and dedicated Arizona Democrat. For over 30 years, | have fought alongside many of you to
make Arizona into what it is today, a swing state. Though, there is still tremendous work to be
done and threats ahead. Arizona is now at the forefront of determining whether our country
continues on its path of Justice, human rights and liberty or if our nation falls into the gutter of
Trump’s vision of a fascist oligarchy. | served Governor Napolitano on her successful campaigns
and in her Administration. Thus, | know what it takes for Arizona Democrats to succeed.
Therefore, | ask for your support to serve as a Vice-Chairman of the Arizona Democratic Party.
With your help we can bring back that fundamental knowledge and experience that worked so
well before, for our future election success. Thank you.



Rasean Clayton, Vice Chair: "Solidarity is the most important word in the working class."
These words define my unwavering commitment to the labor movement and his vision for
empowering working families across Arizona. A proud Navy veteran and longtime union
organizer, | have dedicated my life to championing the rights, dignity, and prosperity of workers.
My journey in the labor movement has been driven by a deep belief that the strength of our
communities lies in collective action. As Vice President of Communications Workers of America
(CWA) Local 7050, he fought tirelessly to improve working conditions, wages, and protections
for countless workers. His leadership extended beyond local initiatives as he served on the
National Civil Rights and Equity Committees of his union, where he played a vital role in
advancing policies that promote fairness, inclusion, and justice.

Today, | continues to work as an organizer with the Arizona AFL-CIO, advocating for workers
across the state. He also serves as President of the A. Philip Randolph Institute of Phoenix, an
organization of African-American trade unionists advocating for social, labor, and economic
change through legal and legislative means at both the state and federal levels.

With extensive experience as an organizer, shop steward, and political activist, Rasean
understands the transformative power of collaboration between labor leaders, lawmakers, and
community advocates. His efforts have helped pass critical legislation at the city, state, and
federal levels to protect workers' rights and ensure equitable treatment for all. He is passionate
about building bridges between labor and the broader community, ensuring that the voices of
working people resonate across Arizona.

My vision as Vice Chair is clear: to strengthen the Arizona Democratic Party by deepening its
connection to the labor movement. He is committed to increasing membership in affiliated
unions, fostering member engagement, and mobilizing support for policies that uplift all workers.
Through outreach, education, and strategic relationship-building, Rasean aims to create a
robust network of empowered workers and allies, ensuring that labor remains a driving force in
Arizona’s political landscape.

As Arizona redefines itself with each election cycle, | stands proudly on the frontlines,
demonstrating that labor is not just present but thriving. His dedication to the principles of
solidarity and justice fuels his determination to ensure that the Arizona Democratic Party
remains a steadfast champion for working people.

“I look forward to meeting you all and working with you to build Worker Power,” says Rasean.
His candidacy for Vice Chair reflects his unwavering commitment to creating a brighter future for
Arizona—one rooted in unity, equity, and shared prosperity.

Rasean Clayton is ready to lead with passion, experience, and a steadfast commitment to the
values that unite us all. Join him in building a stronger, more inclusive Arizona Democratic Party.

Joshua Polacheck, Vice-Chair: The next two years of politics in Arizona will impact the lives of
citizens for generations to come.

The current political situation in Arizona is failing voters. While we hold the top three executive

posts, bought and paid for GOP politicians at the local, county and state levels are holding us all
hostage to greedy corporations. They deny Arizonans affordable housing and health care, good
schools, clean energy and a sustainable future. They demonize labor unions and spread bigotry



against immigrant, indigenous and LGBTQ+ communities. It is our role as Democrats to speak
up and speak loudly for working and middle class people.

My name is Joshua Polacheck. | grew up in Tucson, then served our country for nearly 20 years
as a commissioned Foreign Service Officer in the United States State Department with tours in
Zimbabwe, Pakistan, Lebanon and beyond. | put my life on the line in Iraq where | survived a
roadside bomb blowing up directly under my humvee. | withessed how greed and corruption
can destroy a community. When | came back home in 2018 to fight for American democracy, |
saw that same dangerous level of corruption here in Arizona. | could not stand by and do
nothing. In 2020, | served as Executive Director of the Pima Democrats, joined the board of
League of Women Voters and co-founded Girl Scouts Troop #446. In 2024, | was honored to be
one of the Democratic nominees for the Corporation Commission. Together with my running
mates, we brought national attention to a vital race. Now, I’'m running to be one of your party
vice chairs.

Beyond our few Democratic executive officers, legislators and county officials, the majority of
elected officials in Arizona are Republicans and their loyalty is not to the people. People in our
community have to make the choice between running air conditioning or paying rent. Last
summer, hundreds of Arizonans were killed by heat indoors. | heard these heartbreaking stories
first hand during my statewide campaign. Too many feel that the political class - of both parties!
- has abandoned hard working Arizonans to serve private interests of corporations. Last cycle,
we did not make the contrast clear enough. This is what is at stake in the coming years and |
am ready to step into party leadership.

It's imperative to re-elect Governor Hobbs, Secretary Fontes and AG Mayes. But we must be
more ambitious. We need a concrete plan to retake control of the Arizona government at all
levels - county, state legislature, Corporation Commission and State Superintendent - in all 15
counties. We must communicate credibly to the voters that entrusting Democrats with power
means reclaiming power over their future. We must recruit serious candidates for every single
race. Our voices need to be in all the conversations. No Democrat should ever feel isolated and
alone. We must do better. The people of Arizona deserve better.

Secretary Candidates:

Lisa Sanor, Secretary: Dear State Committee Member, As the incumbent for the Arizona
Democratic Party's Office of Secretary, | bring a unique set of qualifications to the role. With
nearly four years of experience in this position, | have developed a deep understanding of the
party's operations and the ability to perform other necessary tasks if required. This institutional
knowledge and experience are more important than ever in the current political landscape.

As the current Secretary and former Chair of the Pinal County Democratic Party, | have
consistently demonstrated exceptional organizational and project management sKkills. | have
successfully coordinated numerous off-site meetings and events, and my ability to manage



multiple high-stress tasks efficiently and effectively is a testament to my resilience and
readiness for the challenges of the role.

| thrive in fast-paced environments, possess a keen eye for detail, and thoroughly enjoy the
policy and structure side of party governance. This passion drives my work and ensures that all
aspects of party governance are meticulously managed. My track record includes managing all
meeting records and allowing the board to plan confidently for last-minute meetings. | am adept
at keeping detailed records of board activities. | am confident in my ability to maintain accurate
minutes, complete necessary filings, and handle various administrative tasks and additional
tasks the Chair assigns.

My commitment to party governance is unwavering. | thrive in fast-paced environments,
possess a keen eye for detail, and thoroughly enjoy the policy and structure side of governance.
I have ample experience preparing agendas, scheduling meetings, and overseeing the
implementation of election activities. | am also well-versed in the applications, tools, and
software needed for the smooth execution of board and party committee meetings.

My goal as Secretary of the ADP during the last cycle was to continue my political education,
learn precisely what Roberts' rules said about minutes, and implement them. With the chair's
approval, | hope to extend continuing education to include parliamentarian procedures.
Secretaries often function as parliamentarians for their LDs, clubs, PACs, and counties,
especially our more rural ones. This will be executed by developing and launching specific office
hours and group meetings to facilitate sharing experience and knowledge.

In solidarity,

Lisa Sanor

Educational Coordinator Candidates

Llama Habern, Educational Coordinator: Llama Habern is a queer, trans, disabled community
organizer located in Yavapai County. They have served as Educational Coordinator for the
Arizona Democratic Party since January of 2023, and would like the opportunity to continue the
work they are doing on making the party platform more accessible to candidates and volunteers.

Before coming to the Verde Valley in 2021, Llama spent 7 years working for a national nonprofit
that helped prepare members to run for office and take other public leadership positions in
policy, advocacy, and organizing. When Llama moved in time for the 2022 campaign season,
they took on the task of leading the Democratic voter contact efforts in Sedona and the Verde
Valley. These experiences contributed to Llama’s decision to found a nonprofit called Rural
Organizing Initiative (ROI), which focuses on supporting nonpartisan candidates running for
local seats such as city/town council and school board.

Living in a rural red area, Llama is more than aware that Democratic voters often have few or no
choices on their ballots. When the only people running for office are Republicans, it is easy for
Democratic voters in these areas to feel like they have no one to vote for and that their vote



doesn’t matter. That is why Llama believes it is essential to run candidates in as many races as
possible. No seat should go uncontested.

They put this idea into practice in 2024 when their nonprofit recruited and supported 13
candidates for local offices in the Verde Valley. The result was an average 6% increase in voter
turnout in the targeted races, and the overall win rate of their supported candidates was 46%.
They are particularly proud of their victory with the Cottonwood City Council. What was a MAGA
majority last year is now wholly progressive, and having options on the ballot led to a 12% voter
turnout increase in the council race specifically.

The main responsibility of the Educational Coordinator is to chair the platform committee, and
the platform is more than just a summary of our stances on issues. It is a statement of our
values as Democrats. Llama believes that a core piece of that must be a dedication to running
candidates in every possible race, whether it is considered competitive or not. Our voters
deserve to feel like they have someone to vote for at every level of the ballot, and it is our
responsibility as party leaders to live up to that. Llama is committed to working hard to give
voters choices and would appreciate your vote as they run for reelection as Educational
Coordinator.
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