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Regular Meeting of the ADP State Committee 

Saturday, January 25, 2020 
Arizona Western College, Yuma, Arizona 

 
 
Chair Felecia Rotellini called the meeting of the ADP State Committee to order at 1:10 pm. Veterans Caucus Chair 
Patrick Carr led the Pledge of Allegiance. The “Why I am a Democrat” video aired, and Rotellini honored the 
Chinese New Year and acknowledged Wayne F. Ong, the first Chinese-American Democratic member of the 
Arizona House and later the Senate. Bryan Rasmussen, acting Yuma County Chair, welcomed State Committee 
members to Yuma County and introduced Congressman Raul Grijalva.  
 
Congressman Grijalva first sent wishes to Congressman Ann Kirkpatrick in her recovery and then discussed the 
articles of impeachment and the lack of a fair trial happening in the U.S. Senate. He also talked about the various 
protections being rolled back by the Republicans and how the Democratic party that will have to cleanse the nation 
and repair the damage being done. He noted that we have to discuss all of this when we knock on doors to work on 
behalf of the Democrats on the ballot and that unity is vital. Grijalva concluded that this election is about passion, 
hard work, and moving forward to improve our great country. 
 
Secretary of State Katie Hobbs said that it is important that everyone in the state be able to vote easily and have 
confidence in the office of Secretary of State, and she acknowledged her staff in working to get there. Internally, her 
office conducted a salary assessment and has made adjustments to make salaries more equitable. The office has 
successfully produced the first updated Election Procedures manual since 2014 and is building partnerships with 
county election officials throughout the state. She has partnered with the Governor’s office to hold the first ever 
bipartisan Election Security workshop in the state and has distributed election security funding to the counties that 
her predecessor had not. Hobbs also noted that she withdrew the state from the interstate cross check program that 
has been plagued with errors and insecurities, has updated voter registration forms, and has assembled a 
community-based outreach program. 
 
Rotellini then noted that the party is starting early to get the Coordinated Campaign in place to ensure Arizona turns 
blue and stays blue. She introduced Director Emma Brown and Sean McInerney, who talked about their 
backgrounds in politics and plans for making sure the Coordinated Campaign keeps our candidates competitive on 
all levels. 
 
 
CHAIR’S REPORT 
Chair Rotellini thanked the ADP staff for recent successful events. She talked about the DNC Organizing Core and 
what it and the party are doing daily to reach voters who have not been engaged before as well as about how party 
officials have been traveling the state to work hard to unify our party and state. Because in the end, it is the issues 
for which we have fought for so long – safety, security, Social Security, affordable and accessible health care, 
climate change crisis, and public education – that allow people to have a shot at the American Dream. Working hard 
for our state and nation will start the healing we need. 
 
 
LEGISLATIVE REPORT 
House Minority Leader Charlene Fernandez noted that we have the largest Democratic caucus in five-and-a-half 
decades and “we look like Arizona and are ready to lead.” She urged everyone to keep talking to neighbors about 
Democratic beliefs in science, facts, public education, fair jobs and wages, affordable and accessible health care, 
clean air and water, protecting public lands, and investing in our children and our future. Senator Lisa Otondo noted 
that she had been in the legislature for eight years and continued to see the Republicans hollow out government 
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across the board. She called for unity in the party so that we can take care of our state, communities, children, and 
the future. 
 
 
CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE REPORT 
Deputy Political Director Franny Sharpe reported that for the January 25 meeting, 292 State Committee members 
were present in person and 298 by proxy, for a total of 590 (of 794) members or 74% of the total membership, 
indicating a quorum had been met for purposes of voting.  
 
 
DNC MEMBER ELECTIONS  
Chair Rotellini called for nominations for Democratic National Committee Member. Jimmy Arwood (LD 28) 
nominated Luis Heredia (LD 24); Charlene Fernandez (Yuma) seconded. Janie Hydrick (LD 18) nominated Mark 
Robert Gordon (LD 28); Janice Eng (LD 23) seconded. Pat Burns (LD 3) nominated Sierra Yamanaka (LD 9); 
Maya Holliday (LD 3) seconded. Julie Gunnigle (LD 15) nominated Dave Braun (LD 27); Marsha McGovern (LD 
21) seconded. Alison Jones (LD 9) nominated Bryan Rasmussen (Yuma); Edgar Melendez (Yuma) seconded. 
Donna Gratehouse (LD 28) nominated Mark Manoil (LD 28); Susan Breen (Greenlee) seconded. Mary McCord 
Robinson (Mohave) nominated Jeanne Lunn (LD 15); Jeff Fortney (LD 15) seconded. Gabriela Cazares Kelly (LD 
9) nominated Debbie Nez Manuel (LD 26); Marion Chubon (LD 10) seconded. The candidates accepted their 
nominations and addressed the State Committee in order of nomination. State Committee members thereafter 
proceeded to vote by ranked choice voting. 
 
Pima County Chair Alison Jones led fundraising efforts on behalf of the striking Asarco workers. Chair Rotellini 
then acknowledged the 2019 Hall of Fame recipients and led a moment of silence for activists who had passed in 
2019. 
 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT  
Executive Director Herschel Fink noted that as a battleground state, we will see a huge influx of funding as 
numerous people and groups are reaching out about how to help us win elections. He acknowledged Health Care 
Rising as a sponsor for the meeting. He also noted that the keynote speaker for the April 24 Mofford-Warner Dinner 
was 98% locked in and would be announced soon. Fink then welcomed new staff members to the ADP, including 
Comesha Cunningham, Human Resources Director; Mandi Karp, Finance Director; Rachel Hood, Native American 
Outreach Manager; Gladys Contreras,, Latinx Outreach Manager; David Huff; Finance Assistant; and Michele 
Fisher, Administrative Assistant. He also provided an update from the ADLCC, noting that candidates have filed for 
nearly all legislative districts and there are already field directors on the ground in some LDs; finance directors will 
be starting in April with field organizers set to begin in June. 
 
 
SECRETARY’S REPORT 
Secretary Anne Greenberg presented the minutes from the September 21, 2019, state committee meeting. Janie 
Hydrick (LD 18) moved and John Lutes (Yavapai) seconded to approve the minutes as presented. The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
Treasurer Rick McGuire noted that the ADP ended 2019 with nearly $790,000 cash on hand and that had already 
risen by more than $20,000 in the month of January. He also provided information on what presidential candidates 
had raised in both parties.  
 
It was announced that $3,444 had been raised for the Asarco workers. Additionally, State Committee members were 
invited to join the Yuma County canvass beginning at 11 am on January 26. 
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RULES COMMITTEE REPORT 
Rules Committee Chair Michele Manos discussed bylaws and presented the committee’s report. Any approval 
requires a two-thirds vote of the members of the State Committee present. She also discussed recent policy changes 
made by the Executive Board. 
 
The committee brought forth four proposed amendments and an overall revision to the description and duties of the 
Affirmative Action Committee.  
 
The first proposed amendment changed the deadline for setting the State Committee Meeting schedule and corrected 
the number of required meetings to reflect three annually. Lupe Conchas (LD 30) moved and Cynthia Ford (LD 20) 
seconded to approve the amendment as presented. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
The second amendment restricts ADP officers and other members of the ADP Executive Board from concurrently 
serving as ADP employees. After discussion, the motion passed on voice vote. 
 
The third amendment reflected a recent policy change by the ADP Executive Board that disallowed the use of a 
party title in endorsements of candidates in contested primaries. Hazel Chandler (LD 20) moved and Korey Hjelmeir 
(LD 23) seconded to approve the amendment. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
The fourth amendment renamed and restructured the article concerning conduct and conflict of interest, adding a 
new section on code of conduct that will require such a policy to be adopted by the Executive Board. Janie Hydrick 
(LD 18) and Kathy Kinsella (Yavapai) seconded to approve the amendment. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
The revisions to Article X reorganized and refocused the membership and work of the Affirmative Action 
Committee. Joe Viccica (Yavapai) moved and George McGaughey (LD 2) seconded to approve the amendments. 
The motion passed on voice vote. 
 
 
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE REPORT 
Resolutions Chair Pat Burns presented the Resolutions Committee report. The committee received and reviewed six 
resolutions, including one tabled from the previous meeting, and was recommending adoption of five and tabling of 
one. He presented the following recommendations and asked for a motion from the floor to adopt the report: 
 

● Resolution to Protect the Rights of the Arizona Democratic Disability Community and Ensure the Ability 
of All Members of the Disability Community to Participate at All Democratic Party Levels and Events – 
recommended approval after revisions made with drafters  

● Resolution Supporting Addressing Within Arizona’s Tribal Lands and Rural Areas – recommended 
approval 

● Resolution Advising Senator Kyrsten Sinema to Uphold the Tenets of the Democratic Party Platform – 
recommended approval after revisions made with drafters 

● Resolution to Promote 2020 Census Participation – recommended approval 
● Resolution in Support of the “Stop Surprise Billing and Protect Patients” Act – recommended approval 
● Resolution for a More Balanced Israel/Palestine Policy – recommended tabling 

 
Lupe Conchas (LD 30) moved and Jim Larson (LD 20) seconded a motion to approve the package. A discussion 
ensued with requests for wording changes in some of the resolutions as well as requests to consider the resolutions 
separately. The motion to approve the package was defeated on voice vote. 
 
Kathy Kinsella (Yavapai) moved and Margot Thomas (LD 18) seconded a motion to motion to approve the 
recommendations on the resolutions regarding tribal lands addressing, stop surprise billing, promoting the 2020 
census, and Israel/Palestine. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Beth Weisser (Mohave) moved and Celeste Pettijohn (LD 20) seconded a motion to approve the disability 
community resolution. Karen Bayless Feldman (LD 24) moved and Jade Duran (LD 24) seconded a motion to 
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remove the clause “all who wish to participate” in the second resolved clause. The motion passed on voice vote. 
Beth Weisser (Mohave) moved and George McGaughey (LD 2) seconded a motion to approve the amended 
resolution. Holly Lyon (Pinal) noted that we cannot change physical buildings the state or county parties rent to 
accommodate the resolution. The motion passed on voice vote. 
 
Marian Hill (Pima) moved and Ellen Torge (LD 18) seconded a motion to table the resolution advising Sen. Sinema. 
Dan O’Neal (LD 12) said that the authors have made numerous revisions to the resolution and asked that it be 
accepted the way it is. A voice vote was inconclusive, and division was called. The vote was 322 for and 148 against 
and the resolution was tabled. 
 
 
DNC MEMBER ELECTIONS  
Chair Rotellini announced that Debbie Nez Manuel, Luis Heredia, and Mark Robert Gordon had been elected DNC 
Members based on vote totals as follows: Manuel with 339 votes (277 of 553 required) in the first round, Heredia 
with 282 votes (278 of 555 required) in the second round, and Gordon with 281 votes (277 of 553 required) in the 
third round. 

 

VICE CHAIR ELECTIONS  
Elections were held for vice chair positions following the resignations of Jevin Hodge and Deedra Abboud, who 
both resigned to run for seats on the Maricopa County Board of Supervisors. Jimmy Arwood (LD 28) nominated 
Garrick McFadden (LD 20); Lupe Conchas (LD 30) seconded. Xenia Orona (27 ) nominated Patty Contreras 
(LD 18); Tom Prezelski (LD 2) seconded. Donna Gratehouse (LD 28) nominated Deborah Nardozzi (LD 24); Jade 
Duran (LD 24) seconded.  
 
Cynthia Ford (LD 20) moved and Julie Golding (LD 26) seconded a motion to vote on the election of the male vice 
chair opening by acclamation. The motion passed unanimously. Cynthia Ford (LD 20) moved and Terrence Driscoll 
(LD 15) seconded a motion to elect Garrick McFadden by acclamation. The motion passed unanimously. The 
candidates for female vice chair accepted their nominations and addressed the State Committee in order of 
nomination. State Committee members thereafter proceeded to vote by individual ballot. 
 
The video “I Switched” was shown, and McFadden addressed the state committee. 
 
Chair Rotellini announced that the State Committee members had elected Patty Contreras as ADP Vice Chair based 
on the following election results: Patty Contreras 253 votes; Deborah Nardozzi, 221 votes. 
 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
After a motion and second from the floor, the meeting was adjourned at 5:45 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Anne Greenberg 
ADP Secretary, 2019-2020 
April 23, 2020 
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